RIGHT   HONOURABLE   GENTLEMEN
Now Mr. Lennox-Boyd's views of Foreign Affairs
were as remote from Mr. Eden's as is possible in any
two Conservatives, Not only had he been a stalwart
supporter of Winston Churchill in the Indian con-
troversy. Not only had he close and consistent affini-
ties with many movements on the extreme Right.
He was an open and enthusiastic supporter of General
Franco. He was not in any sense taking Mr. Eden's
place, though the public was apt, here and there, to
apply this construction. But his appointment smacked
of a deliberate affront to Anthony Eden.
On the first day of the "Eden debate" Mr. Lennox-
Boyd made a speech excellent in form and, of course,
fully supporting Mr. Chamberlain's policy, "I can
assure the Prime Minister that the country as a whole
... is very solemnly behind him.'5 "Whether we
hope for a victory for the Insurgents as I do . . ." His
penultimate passage was a sympathetic reference to
the physical strain under which he said Eden must
have been working. ". . . Remember the possible
dangers caused by supplementary questions if in the
answer there is a word wrong here or there, or undue
stress is laid on this word or that by the Minister in
his reply which might land this country in intolerable
difficulties.'3 He thought that, without gagging the
House, a means could be devised by which those
responsible for foreign policy could be released from
the daily harrying of innumerable and unexpected
supplementary questions.
So spoke, it might be thought, a man of unchal-
lengeable discretion. And Mr. Chamberlain may have
felt that, however outspoken Lennox-Boyd's sympathy
with the Spanish Insurgents, he could not find many
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